
A Burning Issue 
 

This train of thought started with my hearing, by way of a newscast, that Donald Trump 

had sent out a Tweet to the effect that there should be some kind of penalty exacted if and 

when peeps burned the U.S. flag. The reporter then focused on the question of whether that 

could even be a possibility, given the fact there was a ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court 

in place which 'protected' peoples 'right' to do so as an act of 'free speech' which 'freedom' 

was 'guaranteed' by the U.S. Constitution. 

 

Now, I more often than not pretty much automatically empathize with 'liberal' attitudes and 

positions on what's appropriate in terms of social power-deployment, i.e. of 'justice', and so 

did so in this case as well. But as I contemplated the 'issue' on my morning walk – I find 

walking to be extremely conducive to the kind of meditation that leads to 

issue-clarification in my case – I began to see that there was/is a reasonable basis for 

seriously questioning and even overturning the "flag-burning as a permissible mode of free 

speech" attitude/ruling. 

 

I mean, shouldn't the 'burning' of a 'black' man (or any other 'hated' person or group) in 

effigy be considered and treated as hate-inciting 'incendiary' speech and so made just as 

'unlawful' as yelling 'fire' in a crowded theater? There is a 'line' between reasonable protest 

and unreasonable threat and possible social harm don't you think? 

 

Please don’t get me wrong. I don't by any means condone what Trump himself has done by 

way of 'vilifying' and so both inciting 'hate' and potentially 'normalizing' hateful/harmful 

actions in relation to other individuals and groups who he was and probably still is 

attitudinally and positionally against. But it would be hypocritical of me to think, feel, 

believe and say that he (or his sympathizers) were 'wrong' in such regards and at the same 

time assert that the motives and actions of those who hate and/or vilify the U.S. 

government or the U.S. as an entity and seek to rally others to join them in the vitriol of 

their hate and vilification said by burning it in 'effigy' (the flag is a symbolic 'effigy', IMO) 

are sacrosanct and therefore legitimate, now, wouldn't it? 

 

I ask readers of this to check their own thoughts, feelings, and beliefs in the above regard: 

wouldn't it? 
 

My meditation went further, hooking me up with thoughts, feelings and beliefs I have for 

very good reason (IMO) entertained in the past. I think our present personal freedom 

adulating (to the point of being social responsibility denying and evading) 'civilization' will 

'die' as a result of having 'shot itself in the head' (so to speak) by way of its not just allowing 

(as 'free' speech) but also depictively 'glorifying' gratuitous (quite unnecessary) violence 

and blood-and-guts goriness in mass-marketed videogames, movies and TV shows. IMO, 

what Trump and any flag burners have done to 'infect' others with their grotesque 

'nastiness' is just 'small potatoes' compared to the heart-polluting effects of this day in and 

day out media-assault, especially on 'young' minds who are too naïve to know that they are 

literally being spiritually poisoned and the society which sustains them consequently being 

degraded thereby. 



 

Let me tell you and ask you to seriously consider what I am saying here: Despite its many, 

and there are many IMO, positive aspects, 'American' civilization will not be the progenitor 

of future civilizations for this reason alone if nothing else. (The positive aspects will be 

incorporated in them, but that will be because they are positive, not because they are or 

were 'American'.) 

 

If I don't stop here, this might turn into another book, and I'm just too old to start something 

like that! ☺ 


